
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What? Remodel of the Historic Luther Rice Lodge. The Baptist State Convention of New England has asked 
North Carolina Baptists to assist in the renovation of the historic Luther Rice Lodge. The boyhood home 
of Baptist missionary pioneer, Luther Rice, these beautiful, historic buildings are used to provide both 
temporary and long-term housing for missionaries, a conference area for church groups, and housing for 
mission teams who may be serving in the area.  

 

Where? Northborough, Massachusetts. Northborough is a town in Worcester County, with a population of 
approximately 14,155. Rich in history, Northborough and surrounding areas were first settled by Nipmuc 
Indians. Europeans first established a plantation here on May 14, 1656. Northborough is approximately 
40 miles west of Boston. It is home to the Baptist State Convention of New England, which owns and 
manages the Luther Rice property.  

 

Who? Teams are needed to complete several phases of the renovation project. Projects may include 
carpentry, painting, electrical, floor covering, landscaping, and more. Each team should have a “core” of 
volunteers with construction expertise who can lead the rest of the team in completing tasks. Teams will 
need to bring their own tools. Each team will also need to bring volunteers to assist in meal preparation. 
Up to 20 volunteers can be scheduled per week. 

 

Come experience some fantastic summer weather in New England and help us 
make the upgrades this historic and strategic property needs! 

 

How? Interested teams will contact the NCBM Office. They will be put in touch with the requestor, who can 
answer any questions the team may have. If both feel it is a good fit, a date for service will be set. Each 
team member will register online with NCBM, and be asked to enroll in the volunteer insurance (.75 cents 
per person per day). Team leader will be sent this information via e-mail. 

 

Costs: Teams will arrange their own travel. Driving distance from Raleigh, NC to Northborough is 695 miles, 
about an 11-12 hour drive. Nearest airport would be Boston Logan International (40 miles). Manchester-
Boston Regional Airport could be another option (59 miles). If flying, team will need to rent 
transportation for the week. Teams can stay at the lodge for $10 per person per night. This helps with 
water and electricity usage. The lodge has a well-equipped kitchen that the team can use to prepare 
meals. Many grocery and restaurant options are available in the area.  

 

Other: Each team should schedule a day to see to the area. Boston is an inspiring historical city with many 
interesting things to see and do. Local state parks offer canoeing/ kayaking and swimming. There is a 
Candle Pin Bowling center in Northborough. This is a unique sport to New England and is great fun for 
adults and kids! Northborough is centrally located in New England and has easy access to Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Maine, Connecticut and Rhode Island.  
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To learn more, or to secure a date for your team, contact Mark Abernathy, NC Baptists on Mission (NCBM) 
(919-459-5607 ; mabernathy@ncbaptist.org) 
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